
It was brought to our attention that Dr. Ghulam Abbas from Centre of Excellence in Marine Biology, Uni-
versity of Karachi, Pakistan has exploited the peer-review process in the Journal of Zoology by generating fake 
reviewers email addresses. This led to an in-depth investigation by the Editorial Team and Executive Council of 
Zoological Society of Pakistan. The editorial team had written confidentially to all the reviewers at their official 
addresses, the list of which was provided by the corresponding author at the time of online submission of the 
manuscript. The editorial team was flabbergasted by the responses of scientists whose names were exploited and 
proven the intentional fraudulent act of the (corresponding) author. 

Based on the mutual consent of the Chief-Editor of Pakistan Journal of Zoology and the President, Zoolog-
ical Society of Pakistan and Executive Council of Zoological Society of Pakistan, all articles of the fraudulent 
authors in Pakistan Journal of Zoology are now retracted and have been placed on the watch list for future 
monitoring.
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